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NEWS RELEASE

Board of Regents approves development of 

RI Nurses Institute Middle College 

First nursing charter school to address skilled nursing shortage

Providence, RI – June 9, 2010

The Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education has granted preliminary approval for the further planning and development of the Rhode Island Nurses Institute Middle College, which is slated for a 2011-2012 school year opening.  

The first ever nursing charter school in the country, the Middle College is an innovative concept designed to bridge the current delineation between high school and college, delivering a higher level of educational engagement by engaging traditional high school students in college-level instruction and thinking. At the Middle College, secondary school teachers would be partnered with college-level instructors and nursing industry practitioners, delivering the most comprehensive duel-enrollment program in the State of Rhode Island.

The principal objective of the Middle College is to respond to the increased demand for highly-trained, qualified nurses and is consistent with Rhode Island’s workforce development policy, which targets health care as a growing industry. The Middle College seeks to attract students from disadvantaged backgrounds and provide them with an innovative educational opportunity. While the proposed school’s objective is to develop students to enter the nursing profession, there are plans to develop the program into other areas of the health care sector, including bio- and medical-technology. 

The Middle College charter school project was proposed by the Rhode Island State Nurses Association (RISNA) and the Rhode Island Nurses Institute (RINI). RISNA, a constituent member of the American Nurses Association (ANA), is regarded as the authority on matters concerning the profession of nursing and nursing practice in the State of Rhode Island. Working in concert with RISNA to meet goals through fundraising, grant writing and stewardship of entrusted funds, RINI promotes optimal health care for the citizens of Rhode Island by supporting and advancing the profession of nursing. 
Prominent nursing institutions, health care industry leaders and veteran RI charter school leadership already have lined up in support of the Middle College. Dr. Robert Pilkington, who is regarded by many as a pioneer in the charter school movement, was instrumental in bringing this project to fruition.  Dr. Pilkington is currently the longest serving charter school administrator and is founder and past president of the RI League of Charter Schools.   He believes that the Middle College Charter School will help fill the void that currently exists between the elementary/secondary and higher education sectors, “So much has been made of the need to create a seamless transition between high school and college and this hybrid organization achieves just that – benefitting not only the nursing industry but the entire educational system in Rhode Island.”

Letters of support were also sent to the Board or Regents from the Rhode Island Department of Health’s Board of Nursing, University of Rhode Island College of Nursing, Salve Regina University School of Nursing, and St. Joseph Health Services School of Nursing, as well as Rhode Island’s major hospital networks of Lifespan and Care New England. All are working in concert to address a critical need – the increasing shortage of qualified and skilled nursing professionals.

“First and foremost, we need to address the need for more qualified and skilled nurses in Rhode Island and nationally. We hope the Middle College will be a model across the country to help attract students into the nursing profession,” said Donna Policastro, Executive Director of the Rhode Island Nurses Association. “If Rhode Island truly is to become a leader in the medical-technology and health care industries, we need to better train our students to enter this innovative workforce.”

The Rhode Island Nurses Institute is moving forward with further planning and development, including site selection, to meet its goal of opening for the 2011-2012 school year.

For more information contact John Houle at 401.831.6123 or john@jhcom.net.
